
BY GARY A. DEVON
MANAGING EDITOR

OROVILLE – Cherry grow-
er David Taber Jr. said rain has 
caused more damage with this 
season’s cherry crop than any he’s 
seen in two decades.

Despite the sharp rise in tem-
peratures this week, last week 
Taber and his crew were trying 
to thin off the splits caused by the 
rain and selectively pick the rest. 
That isn’t so easy he said, with 
some areas suffering much more 
than others.

“A lot depends on the soil – if it 
holds the water then the trees just 
greedily keep drinking it up and 
we get more splits... it’s better in 
areas with sandy soil,” said Taber. 
“The damage, especially with the 
early varieties, is the worst I’ve 
seen in 20 years.”

Greg Moser, general manager 
of Gold Digger Apples Inc., a 
grower’s cooperative, agrees and 
said the damage varies depending 
on where the trees are.

“We’ve seen significant damage 
in some blocks,” said Moser. 
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TONASKET - Tonasket 
City Planner Kurt Danison of 
Highland Associates reported at 
the Tuesday, June 25, city council 
meeting that he has been consult-
ing with Pool World of Spokane 
to come up with a number of 
concept options for a potential 
replacement for the condemned 
city swimming pool. The pool 
has been closed since the end of 
the 2011 summer season.

“The next step is to develop 
three conceptual designs as well 
as a color rendering of three 
options, as well as the estimated 
cost,” Danison said. “The idea is 
if we go through that process the 
community gets to decide what 
option or combination of options 
we have, and this is what it costs.”

Danison said that pool design 
would be about 30 percent of the 
total cost.

The big key will be the city’s 
ability to apply for a match-
ing grant (50 percent), which 
Danison says won’t be successful 
unless the city has the matching 
funds already available, which it 
currently does not.

Council member Scott Olson 
reiterated his opinion from many 
earlier discussions about the pool 
-- he feels the city can not take on 
the project by itself.

“The city cannot subsidize a 
pool for the larger community,” 
he said. “We need to keep other 
people actively involved and not 
take this on ourselves.”

“I think the key to that will 
be actually having something 
tangible,” Danison said. “There 
will be ample opportunity for the 
community to step up. Best case 
is, we’ll get a 50 percent matching 
grant. And the only way we’re get-
ting that is if we walk in with the 
money... (Even with one family 
pledging to donate a substantial 
sum) there will be a gap, maybe 
in the $3-400,000 range.”

“I have no problem with us get-
ting the pool,” council member 
Jean Ramsey said. “My concern is 
maintaining it.”

“That’s why you have some-
one like Pool World involved,” 
Danison said. “They understand 
that and the different types of 
options and how much they will 
cost for the city to run it.”

 Danison also explained where 

Planner seeks 
to solidify 
pool vision
Tonasket City Council votes to put 
criminal justice tax on ballot

Gary DeVon/staff photo

Despite the rain, there are still lots of cherries to pack at Gold Digger Apple Inc.’s cherry facility. While only one 
shift is going right now, the operation expects to add additional shifts as the season progresses. Workers are utiliz-
ing the old cherry line while a new more automated line from and Australian company is being added. 

CHERRIES: FIRST THE RAIN, NOW THE HEAT Major 
damage 
to crop
Some local growers 
are letting cherries 
go unpicked

“We had all that rain 
and now we’re fight-

ing a heat wave.”
Greg Moser 

Manager, Gold Digger Apples

BY GARY A. DEVON
MANAGING EDITOR

OROVILLE – The good news: This 
year’s Oroville Community Fireworks 
Display will burst into the sky above 
Deep Bay Park and Lake Osoyoos at dusk 
on the Fourth of July.

The bad news: This could be the last 
year if someone doesn’t take over finding 
donations for the annual pyrotechnics 
display.

Dane Forrester, who has volunteered 
his time gathering contributions and 
organizing the Oroville tradition is expe-
riencing burn out. The event also falls at 
the worst time of year for him as he helps 
his dad in their cherry orchards during 
the harvest. He says Brian Sawyer, who 
got his license to touch off the popular 
Independence Day blast, doesn’t have 
the time to do the leg work to get the 
money it takes to reserve the fireworks 
for Oroville.

So, unless there is a group or indi-
vidual ready to step up and take over the 
funding side of the event, Forrester says 
this may be its last year. To help, contact 
the Gazette-Tribune at gdevon@gazette-
tribune.com.

Fireworks 
on at 
Deep Bay
Good News, Bad News
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Claire Jeffko (right) is sworn in by 
City Clerk Alice Attwood as the 
Tonasket City Council’s newest 
member. 
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REPUBLIC - When one refers to a 
“vet,” there is sometimes confusion over 
whether we’re referring to a military 
veteran or a veterinarian. 

Hugh “Doc” Maycumber, as it turns 
out, is both, having served both as a 
U.S. Navy hospital corpsman in World 
War II and as a Tonasket animal doctor 
for 40 years. 

Born and raised in Republic, 
Maycumber had been eager to join the 
Navy from the time recruiters had come 
through the high school.

“I wanted to go, but I needed my par-
ent’s signature,” he says now. “But they 
just put it off and put it off, and a lot of 
guys my age were being drafted.

“Right after Thanksgiving I took a 
little trip to Seattle. I signed up over 
there, Dec. 13, 1942.”

It turned out to be a significant date. 
Upon returning home, he got an unex-
pected reaction from his dad.

“’Oh my God,’ he says, ‘That’s the 
same day your Uncle Guy and I went in 
back in 1917.’ 

“It was just meant to be, I guess.”
The Navy didn’t make it easy, of 

course. He was waiting at home in 
Republic for his orders when he received 
notice he was to be in Seattle by Jan. 6. 
Problem was, he received that informa-
tion on Jan. 5.

“I went into town and looked up 
a truck driver I knew that hauled 
freight and rode with him to Wilbur,” 
Maycumber says. “I caught a bus and 
was overnight getting to Seattle.”

From there he was sent to boot camp 

in Farragut, Idaho, with snow four feet 
deep that kept the men from getting any 
liberties until it melted in the spring. 

“On Saturdays,” he says, “we got to 
exercise in the gym.”

Otherwise, it was marching in the 
snow for most of the 12 weeks of boot 
camp. He stayed on in Farragut for 
another six weeks for hospital corps 

school. One item issued to him there he 
still has in his possession: his hospital 
corps manual in which he (illegally) 
kept a diary of his travels over the next 
three years.

“You’re not supposed to keep a log of 
where you go,” Maycumber says. “But 
I did.”

After a few months working at a North 

Seattle Navy hospital, Maycumber was 
sent to Treasure Island (an artificial 
island in the San Francisco Bay acquired 
by the Navy in 1942).

And there he waited for nearly three 
months.

“I could just as well have been work-

‘Doc’ Maycumber, veteran and veterinarian 
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Hugh “Doc” Maycumber shows off his hospital corpsman’s manual that he received during his training in 1943. He recorded his World 
War II travels inside the front and back covers though, he admits, he wasn’t supposed to. 

SEE MAYCUMBER  |  PG A10

SEE CHERRIES  |  PG A2
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Holy Rosary Parish
1st & Whitcomb Ave., Tonasket

10:30 a.m. English Mass 1st Sunday of the Month
Other Sundays at 8:30 a.m.

1:00 p.m. Spanish Mass every other Sun.
Rev. David Kuttner • 476-2110

Immanuel Lutheran Church
1608 Havillah Rd., Tonasket • 509-485-3342

Sun. Worship 9 a.m. • Bible Study & Sun. School 10:15
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and 
this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--not by works,

so that no one can boast.” -Eph. 2:8-9
“To every generation.” Celebrating 100 years 1905-2005

Crossroads Meeting Place 
Tonasket Foursquare Church
415-A  S. Whitcomb Ave. • Pastor George Conkle

Sunday:  10 a.m.
(509) 486-2000 • cell: (509) 429-1663

Tonasket Community UCC
          24 E. 4th, Tonasket • 486-2181

“A biblically based, thoughtful group of  Christian People”
Sunday Worship at 11 a.m.

Call for program/activity information
      Leon L. Alden, Pastor

Whitestone Church of the Brethren
577 Loomis-Oroville Rd., Tonasket. 846-4278

9:15am Praise Singing. 9:30am Worship Service
10:45am Sunday school for all ages

Ellisforde Church of the Brethren
32116 Hwy. 97, Tonasket. 846-4278

10am Sunday School. 11am Worship Service
 “Continuing the work of Jesus...simply, peacefully, together”

Pastor Jim Yaussy Albright. jim.ya@hotmail.com

Oroville Community Bible Fellowship
Sunday Service, 10:00 a.m. 

923 Main St. • ocbf@ymail.com
Mark Fast, Pastor

www.BrotherOfTheSon.com

Faith Lutheran Church
11th & Ironwood, Oroville • 476-2426

Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 
“O taste and see that the Lord is good!”

Pastor Dan Kunkel • Deacon Dave Wildermuth

Immaculate Conception Parish
1715 Main Street Oroville

8:30 a.m. English Mass 1st Sunday of the Month
Other Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

1:00 p.m. Spanish Mass every other Sun.
Rev. David Kuttner • 476-2110

PC of G Bible Faith Family Church
476-3063 • 1012 Fir Street, Oroville

SUNDAY: 7 am Men’s Meeting • 9:45 Sunday School
10:45 Worship Service • Children’s Church (3-8 yrs)

WEDNESDAY: 7 p.m. 
Pastor Claude Roberts

Come Worship with Project 3:16

Oroville Unit ed Methodist
908 Fir, Oroville • 476-2681

Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 
 Rev. Leon Alden

Valley Christian Fellowship
Pastor Randy McAllister

142 East Oroville Rd. •  476-2028
• Sunday School (Adult & Teens) 10:00 a.m.

Morning Worship 11 a.m.• Sun. Evening Worship 6 p.m.
Sunday School & Children’s Church K-6

9:45 to 1:00 p.m. Open to Community! 
Located at Kid City 142 East Oroville

• Wednesday Evening Worship 7 p.m.
 

Trinity Episcopal
602 Central Ave., Oroville

Sunday School & Services 10:00 a.m.
Holy Eucharist: 1st, 3rd, & 5th • Morning Prayer:  2nd & 4th

Healing Service: 1st Sunday
The Reverend Marilyn Wilder 476-3629

Warden • 476-2022

Church of Christ
Ironwood & 12th, Oroville • 476-3926

Sunday School 10 a.m. • Sunday Worship 11 a.m.
   Wednesday Bible Study: 7 p.m.

Seventh-Day Adventist
10th & Main, Oroville - 509-476-2552

Bible Study: Sat. 9:30 a.m. • Worship: Sat. 11 a.m.
Skip Johnson • 509-826-0266

Oroville Free Methodist
1516 Fir Street • Pastor Rod Brown • 476.2311

Sun. School 9:15 am • Worship Service 10:15am
Youth Activity Center • 607 Central Ave.

Monday 7:00 pm • After School M-W-F 3-5pm 
   offi ce@orovillefmc.org

OROVILLE CHESAW
Chesaw Community Bible Church

Nondenominational • Everyone Welcome
Every Sunday 10:30 a.m. to Noon

Pastor Duane Scheidemantle • 485-3826

TONASKET

MOLSON

Riverside Lighthouse - Assembly of God
102 Tower Street    

Sunday Bible Study 10:00am
Sunday Worship 11:00am & 6:30pm

Wednesday- family Night 6:30pm
Pastor Vern & Anita Weaver

Ph. 509-826-4082

Community Christian Fellowship
Molson Grange, Molson

Sunday 10 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday 6:30pm, Bible Study

“For by grace  are ye saved through faith...” Eph. 2:8-9
“...lovest thou me...Feed my lambs...John 21:1-17

LOOMIS
Loomis Community Church

Main Street in Loomis
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship Service

Interim Visiting Pastors
Information:  509-223-3542

RIVERSIDE

To place
information in 

the Church Guide
call Charlene 

476-3602
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� ursday, July 4th:~
Chesaw, Wa ~ 

 – Bene� t Bake Sale –
for Jen Mateo, diagnosed

with pancreatic cancer. Come
support one of our ladies with 

her medical bills! 
*Make this a great
donation for Jen!

� ank you...
the Highland Community!

ing at the hospital,” Maycumber 
says. “I was just doing little duties, 
sweeping down, nothing as far as 
the hospital.”

Maycumber said he’d thought 
he would be shipping out to 
Samoa. Instead, orders came to 
board a train to New Orleans.

“We get there, we’re assigned to 
three ships,” he says. “They were 
all LSTs. We sailed out of New 
Orleans, arrived at Guantanamo 
Bay in Cuba on Sept. 13.”

Though not on the front line, 
even getting moved from point A 
to point B proved hazardous.

“One poor bugger, we had 
to climb up rope ladders,” 
Maycumber says. “He lost his 
footing and, pfft, they never did 
find him. Guys were shining 
lights all around looking for him.”

That was the beginning of 
the lengthy cross-world voyage 
through the Panama Canal that 
didn’t end until they reached 
Mobile Hospital #3 at Pago Pago, 
Samoa on Halloween.

“I was there until June 7, 
working at the hospital there,” 
Maycumber says. “About May 1 
we started taking it down, took it 
all to pieces and loaded it down 
on the transport ship.  

Several months and stops 
later, Maycumber and company 
arrived at Pellilu, where he served 
from November until the follow-
ing April, when he was trans-
ferred to the U.S.S. Solace.

Sailing to Pellilu “was calm 
most of the time,” he says. “There 
were naked guys all over the ship. 
There would be troughs and 
you’d stand under the trough in 
the rain water, getting the salt off. 
That was a treat.”

The first night at Pellilu, he 
says, “there were trucks that took 
us up to the hospital. We got our 
tent and set it up - four men in a 
six-man tent. That night a damn 
typhoon hit. It was bad enough to 
flatten our tent. So we  were wet 
and cold, on work detail unload-
ing supplies as they came in from 
the hospital.”

Though he never found him-
self in combat, he was never far 
from the war zone.

“One night we could hear the 
gunshots going off, and jeez, guys 
rolled off boxes everywhere,” 
Maycumber says. “Just get down 
behind anything. A few days 
later in daylight, they found one 
Japanese solder in the swamp.”

That Thanksgiving, he remem-
bers was special for the two bot-
tles of beer that accompanied his 
c-rations and Spam. Not soon 
after, he was felled by appendi-
citis, a common malady among 
the troops.

“All them c-rations, no rough-
age, you know,” he says. “We had 
a lot of appendicitis and that’s 
what caused it.”

The island was only seven 
miles long, with an airstrip and 
no animals.

“The number of guys that got 
killed there was awful,” he said. 
“I worked there at Base 20. We 
eventually built the hospital up 
from quonset huts. I worked in 
the ward.”

While serving in the U.S.S. 
Solace, he made several trips to 
Okinawa. Though the Solace, a 
converted passenger liner, was 

equipped to carry 430 patients, 
Maycumber says the number was 
usually 600 or more. 

“Some of them could walk,” he 
says. “They took us out of our 
quarters, gave them our quarters, 
and we had to sleep on the deck. 
Which was better; it was cooler, 
and we got fresh air.”

In late June of 1945, the Solace 
departed for the U.S. mainland 
and dry-docked in Portland after 
stopping in San Francisco. 

“The other watch got to go on 
a 30 day leave,” Maycumber says. 
“And I was sitting on the ship. I 
had a phone call to the girlfriend 
in Spokane that I’d been writing 
to. She’d heard that my brother 
was home from the Army. So I 
went to the executive officer and 
said, ‘By God I’ve got to leave.’ I 
took a bus part of the way, and 
then I hitchhiked.”

While Maycumber was sub-
sequently assigned to a supply 
depot east of Spokane, the United 
States dropped the atomic bombs 
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
bringing about the war’s end.

“Someone at the top knew 
what was going to happen,” he 
says. “They knew the bomb was 
coming. I was home with my 
dad and brothers. We heard the 
church bells ringing in town. The 
war was over, Japan was suing for 
peace.”

With the war over and 
39 months of time served, 
Maycumber returned for civilian 
life for awhile. He ran for Ferry 
County Auditor (and won) and 
married Mae Lindsey of Curlew.

He returned to the service for 
another nine months, serving as 
a corpsman on Bainbridge Island 
until leaving the Navy for good 
in 1953.

“I’d do it again,” he says. “I 
might think twice about signing 

up for a draft overseas. I might 
even look into something like 
flying.”

He completed his veterinary 
school at Washington State 
University in June of 1956 and 
promptly moved to Tonasket.

“Dr. Nelson, a veterara-
ian there, he’d left work and 
they needed one in Tonasket,” 
Maycumber says. “I’m getting old 
enough, I thought, so I’d better 
do that. Only kind of worked 
with him a little bit, learned a lot 
of the things for testing for vari-
ous things. But I went right into 
practice.”

He and Mae adopted two sons, 
Pete and Chuck, and ran his prac-
tice for 40 years before retiring.

“I made farm calls as far south 
as Chelan, Leahy, Nighthawk, 
Danville, Keller,” ‘Doc’ May-
cumber says.  “And a lot of them 
around Republic because they 
didn’t have a veterinarian there 
at that time.

“So that’s why I know so many 
people.”

Now living in Republic, 
Maycumber, who hits the 90-year 
milestone this year, has been 
instrumental in the creation of 
the U.S. Armed Forces Legacy 
Park in Tonasket and continues 
his involvement with the plaques 
that cover ever more of the 
Legacy’s walls.

“Nothing compares with it,” he 
says.

Note: This is the latest in a con-
tinuing series of profiles featuring 
local armed forces veterans. We are 
currently focusing on those who 
served in World War II. If you or 
a family member with local con-
nections served in that war, please 
contact Michael Stewart through 
the U.S. Armed Forces Legacy Park, 
Brent Baker at bbaker@gazette-tri-
bune.com or (509) 476-3602.
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Hugh Maycumber prior to completing his veterinary studies, ran for Ferry 
County Auditor, as shown in this 1947 poster that touted his military 
service.
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intent to distribute (cocaine), and on a 

border Patrol hold.

Friday, June 28, 2013
Warrant arrest on north Second 

avenue in Okanogan.
Hazardous materials at Swanson Mill 

and O’neil roads near tonasket.
Vehicle theft on Harris road near 

Okanogan. a motorcycle was 
reported missing.

Public intoxication on eastlake road 
near Oroville.

One-vehicle rollover wreck on Cayuse 
Mountain road near tonasket. un-
known if injuries were sustained.

DWlS on Main Street in Oroville.
Disorderly conduct on Main Street in 

Oroville.
burglary on north Main Street in 

Omak. Cash reported missing.
Malicious mischief on South birch 

Street in Omak. a window reported 
broken.

threats on South Main Street in 
Omak.

Car vs. bicycle wreck on Main Street in 
Oroville. no injuries reported.

Custodial interference on Demerchant 
road in Oroville.

DWlS at Main and north Sixth streets 
in Oroville.

Disorderly conduct on Main Street in 
Oroville.

rodrigo taizan-rodriguez, 26, booked 
on two counts of delivery of a 
controlled substance (metham-
phetamine), delivery of a controlled 
substance (cocaine), two counts of 
violations in certain places, posses-
sion of a controlled substance with 
intent to distribute (cocaine), and 
on a border Patrol hold.

annie louise Scroggins, 42, booked 
on seven counts of distributing a 
controlled substance (metham-
phetamine) and trafficking stolen 
property.

lois elaine Perez, 51, booked on a 
Superior Court Fta warrant for 
second-degree burglary.

gregor Wallace Howard, 53, booked 
on an Fta warrant for third-degree 
DWlS.

thanh Van nguyen, 38, booked for 
indecent exposure.

kevin Charles rounds, 25, booked for 
third-degree DWlS.

Saturday, June 29, 2013
assault on appleway road near 

Okanogan.
Dui at  north First avenue 

and Pine Street in Okanogan.
two-vehicle collision at eastlake and 

eder roads near Oroville. unknown 
if injuries were sustained.

Vehicle prowl on north third avenue 
in Okanogan.

One-vehicle rollover wreck on Hwy. 
97 north of Oroville. Driver com-
plaining of back pain.

Public intoxication at Chesaw and 
balms roads near Oroville.

Warrant arrest at elm Street and 14th 
avenue in Oroville.

Possible missing person on Cayuse 
Mountain road near tonasket.

DWlS at West Second avenue and 
South birch Street in Omak.

Malicious mischief on Omak avenue 
in Omak. Satellite cables reported 
severed.

theft on Omak avenue in Omak. a 
purse reported missing.

Warrant arrest at West Fourth avenue 
and South Hemlock Street in Omak.

two-vehicle wreck on ironwood 
Street in Oroville. no injuries 
reported.

Vehicle prowl on 14th avenue in 
Oroville.

Warrant arrest at elm Street and 14th 
avenue in Oroville.

amy elizabeth tatshama, 29, booked 
for violation of no-contact order 
(DV).

Sarah Sandoval-Polina, 36, booked 
for Dui.

Chyna taylor Darrow, 22, booked for 
fourth-degree assault (DV) and 
first-degree criminal trespassing.

David eugene bales, 46, booked for 
non-emergency use of 911.

James Dale Watkins, 51, booked on 
a Superior Court Fta warrant for 
forgery.

Sunday, June 30, 2013
Warrant arrest on appleway road 

near Okanogan.
Motorcycle wreck on ellemeham 

Mountain road near Oroville. inju-
ries reported.

assault on nick Cain road near 
Okanogan.

Hit-and-run wreck reported at South 
elm Street and West third avenue 
in Omak. no injuries reported.

Juan Carlos Sandoval, 33, booked for 
non-emergency use of 911.

Joseph alexander Felix, 18, booked 
for minor in possession or 
consumption of intoxicants and 
disorderly conduct.

Dale edward Mcgowan, 62, booked 
for Dui.

angelo Javier lopez, 30, booked on a 
Department of Corrections warrant 
for third-degree assault and for 
violation of a no-contact order.

Key:
Dui – Driving under the influence
DWlS/r – Driving While license 

Suspended/revoked
POSC – Possession of a Controlled 

Substance
MiP/C – Minor in Possession/Con-

sumption
tMVWOP – taking a Motor Vehicle 

without Owner’s Permission
DV – Domestic Violence
Fta – Failure to appear (on a warrant)
FtPF – Failure to Pay Fine
rP - reporting Party
OCSO – Okanogan County Sheriff’s 

Officer
uSbP – u.S. border Patrol
CbP – u.S. Customs and border 

Protection
iCe – immigration and Customs 

enforcement
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