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Gazette-Tribune
wins General
Excellence Award
Staffers take home
individual honors

BY GAZETTE-TRIBUNE STAFF

YAKIMA – The Okanogan Valley
Gazette-Tribune took top honors at
last weekend’s Washington Newspaper
Publishers Association convention with
a first place in the prestigious General
Excellence category for circulation group
1.
The newspaper’s Managing Editor,
Gary DeVon, was presented a plaque
denoting the honor
by WNPA Executive
Director Bill Will at
the awards dinner
held Friday evening at
the Red Lion HotelYakima Center.
“Congratulations, it
is a real accomplishment,” said Will.
“I was almost
speechless when I went
up there to receive
the plaque, I couldn’t
believe we’d earned
first place. This award
really belongs to the
whole staff of the G-T,”
DeVon said.
Josh
O’Connor,
Vice President of
East Sound Newspaper Operations, was
thrilled with the honors bestowed on the
newspaper.
“A General Excellence Award is
an indication of the quality of work
being done by our staff in making the
Okanogan Valley Gazette-Tribune a best
of class newspaper. I’d like to personally
congratulate the entire staff on this huge
accomplishment. This is truly a proud
moment for everyone,” said O’Connor.
For the General Excellence Award,
newspapers are judged in several categories including news and community
events, opinion, photos, advertising and
design. This year the newspapers in the
contest, which included four groups
based on circulation, were judged by the
New York Press Association.
Second place in Group 1 for General
Excellence was won by the Othello
Outlook and third place by the Whidbey
Examiner, of Coupeville, Wash, which is
also a Sound Publishing publication.

This is the third General Excellence
award for the Gazette-Tribune in the last
nine years. The newspaper won third
place honors in 2003 and 2010.
In addition to the WNPA’s top honor
in the annual Better Newspaper Contest,
several staff members received awards,
including staff writer and photographer
Brent Baker, who earned a first place in
the Special Sections category for his High
School Winter Sports 2011-2012 section and a second place for Best Sports
News Story for his article “Fantastic finish ends CTL streak.” Baker also placed
third, along with Kirk Myloft, for their
creation of the
R e c re at i on l an d
2012 cover in
the Best Special
Sections Cover
category. Charlene
Helm, the newspaper’s advertising
sales representative, won a second
place award for
Best Use of Process
Color (Smaller
than Half Page)
for an advertisement she designed
called Discover
Republic Brewing
Company. She and
DeVon received a
second place in the
Multiple-Advertiser Ad (One to Two
Pages) category for an advertisement
Helm created for Gold Digger Apples
Inc.
Emily Hanson, former Tonasket
reporter for the G-T, won two awards
at the convention for her work for the
Shelton Mason-County Journal. Polly
(Straub) Keary, who grew up in Oroville,
is the editor of the Monroe Monitor and
Valley News. She won several awards
and was a finalist for News Writer of the
Year.
Congratulations for the G-T’s General
Excellence Award were also forthcoming from Bill Forhan, a former publisher
of the G-T, and owner of NCW Media.
Forhan is the incoming president of the
newspaper association, which represents about 130 community newspapers
in Washington State. The association,
which is the successor of the Washington
Press Association, founded in 1887, was
celebrating its 125 anniversary at the
convention.

And so it begins...

Photo by Brent Baker

Construction began last week on the long-awaited Bonaparte Creek water and sewer project, although just for awhile. With some of the
project requiring work that goes under the creek itself, crews are working to get that portion of the project done while the stream is at its
low water point for the year, but before the weather gets too cold. Meanwhile, the south end of Tonasket will be subject to traffic snarls as
workers get the improvement project underway.

August shows mixed results for NVH
VA clinic enrollment
growing steadily
BY BRENT BAKER
BBAKER@GAZETTE-TRIBUNE.COM

TONASKET - The North Valley
Hospital district showed a loss of about
$100,000 for the month of August, but
showed volumes beginning to trend in
the right direction and a reduction in
warrant levels, according to acting Chief
Financial Officer Helen Verhasselt’s
report at the Thursday, Sept. 27, Board
of Commissioners meeting.
Verhasselt said the year-to-date loss
was about $660,000, split nearly evenly between hospital and extended care
divisions.
The best news, Verhasselt said, was
that the warrant level stood at $2.27
million as of Sept. 26 after starting the
month at $2.8 million.

“The good news is that our volumes
are increasing,” Verhasselt said. “Our
swing bed, surgery and lab volumes
increased, and compared to last year we
have an increase in our swing bed use
and the number of newborns. Extended
care has been very busy, too.”
Extended care was running at an average of about 56 residents, with a capacity
of 58. Assisted Living, however, averaged
just 24 residents “and even if we filled
to capacity for the rest of the year we
wouldn’t break even,” Verhasselt said.
One factor in improving the profitability of those facilities is ensuring that
the full amount of Medicaid reimbursements is captured.
“Right now we have the second-lowest reimbursement rate in the state,”
Verhasselt said. “To raise that we need
to document absolutely everything to
capture everything that we’re doing.
We’re providing good care, but we’re not
getting (financial) credit for the things

we’re (already) doing.
“We could break even if we can get up
to those higher rates.”
Meanwhile, the VA clinic is approaching the break-even point as Noreen
Olma reported 26 initial physicals performed in September, as well as 22
added to the rolls in August. There are
512 veterans registered in the Tonasket
clinic.
“We’re catching up on our annual
physicals ... we’re seeing almost 10 veterans a day. We’re getting where we want
to be.”
Also, Commissioner Lael Duncan discussed her visit to Washington, D.C.,
where she met with Senators Maria
Cantwell and Patty Murray to discuss
the red tape involved with credentialing
VA physicians and nurses.
The NVH board of commissioners
next meets on Thursday, Oct. 11, at
7 p.m. in the hospital administration
board room.

Swimming pool talk continues in Tonasket council
BY BRENT BAKER
BBAKER@GAZETTE-TRIBUNE.COM

TONASKET - Just about everyone
wants a swimming pool in the city of
Tonasket.
How to go about funding the construction -- and, more problematically,
the maintenance -- of a pool has been the
topic of discussion at several Tonasket
City Council meetings in recent months.
Joyce Fancher, who organized the first
“friends of the pool” community meeting in early September, was present at
the Tuesday, Sept. 25 council meeting to
further discuss how to get such a project
underway.
Fancher said that the first meeting
was primarily to get more focus on the
project.
“We realized we want a pool, and it
needs to be in the city limits,” Fancher
said. “We envision a pool with a longer usability -- not year round -- but
with a longer usability season. We had
some interesting ideas, grants that were
brought forward that were a real possibility of us vying for.
“At this point, the committee decided
we couldn’t go any farther without com-

ing back to the city council. We know
there was a feasibility study done about
a year ago and would like to see the city
continue in that avenue. We have a lot of
supporters, but we don’t have the funding
or resources to do that on our own. We
need the city and the council to help.”
Fancher said further study needs to be
done to determine what exactly needs
to be done, where it is to be built, who
would use the pool.
“We need more information,” she said.
“More people need to have input. “We’re
going to ask a lot of some people. There’s
going to need to be a lot of stakeholders,”
she added, mentioning the school district and the hospital as possibilities.
“I just think us taking the lead puts a
huge burden on the taxpayers of a small
community,” said council member Scott
Olson. “Creating a parks district or creating a larger group, and then us using the
resources we have to go out and look for
grants is one thing. Having us take the
lead could end up with us providing the
pool to a huge community with only a
few people paying, and we haven’t been
able to afford that. I’m hoping for a way
to work together... it just sounds like
you’re punting it back to us.”
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Mayor Patrick Plumb asked for city
clerk Alice Attwood’s take on the meeting, as she had been present.
“We need a product or a study or plan
to go out and ask the funding, that shows
what we want to build in a certain spot,”
she said. “At this point, we as the ‘friends
of the pool’ don’t have that ability or
resource. There’s not a way to say ‘This is
what we’re looking at.’”
Peter James, who has expressed strong
interest in helping with the pool project
summarized the maintenance expense
problem.
“Everybody from out of town uses the
pool, but the taxpayers in the city pay for
those people to use it,” James said. “The
maintenance should be spread out to the
larger population somehow, which seems
like the first thing to investigate.”
James said he’d discussed the possibility of a school location with Tonasket
School District superintendent Paul
Turner, as well as a location inside of one
of the old warehouses.
“The city is going to have some investment, but I don’t know it would be
appropriate if they’re trying to include
more of an area,” James said. “The school
and hospital are others that could benefit
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The old Tonasket Swimming Pool was closed by the city due to high maintenance and
operation costs.
from... a longer term pool. Paying for
maintenance on a pool that’s open for
two months is a waste.”
“We all agree and support a pool,” said
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council member Jill Vugteveen. “The
problem is how can we (pay for) maintenance? What would would happen to
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