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Council asked to
form ‘Destination
Oroville’

DESTINATION: OROVILLE AND BEYOND

GARY A. DEVON

MANAGING EDITOR

OROVILLE – Chamber of Commerce
President Clyde Andrews asked the
Oroville Council to consider the formation
of a Destination Oroville Committee to
help the city designate recipients of lodging
tax money for tourism promotion.
At the council’s Tuesday, Oct. 1 meeting, Andrews said that the Chamber
had already formed a special Tourism
Committee, but suggested Destination
Oroville as an advisory committee, similar to the Okanogan County Tourism
Advisory Board. OCTAB helps the
county award grants of Hotel/Motel Tax
money collected in the unincorporated
portions of the county for tourism development.
“I realize it would not be a require-

ment of the state law to form a committee, that’s for cities over 5000 in population. However, we have a unique tourism
area and we’d like to give input on spending lodging taxes if that’s what you folks
decide you’d want.”
Andrews said the make up of the committee could include members of the
three places that offer lodging where the
tax is collected, the City of Oroville (at
Veterans Memorial Park), the Camaray
Motel and River Oakes RV Park, as well
as other interested members of the community.
“There are those who are resistant
to seeing more tourists come through,
but this is one of the cleanest industries
an area can have,” said Andrews, who
added his organization was leaving it in
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Baker wins four
WNPA awards
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Above, members of the Valley Riders
Motorcycle Club took over Oroville’s
Osoyoos Lake Veteran’s Memorial Park
campground last weekend for their
Last Chance Campout. The group,
which has several campouts in British
Columbia each year, saves Oroville for
lasts, thus the “Last Chance” moniker.
Over two dozen riders and their
machines, mostly BMWs, but all
brands were welcome, camped Friday
and Saturday, leaving for various destinations on Sunday morning. There
were riders from B.C., Eastern and
Western Washington, as well as one
rider from Idaho.
Right,Valley Riders from Canada,
Idaho and Tonasket, plan out their
route for a ride on Saturday. The group
chose to ride from Oroville to Loomis
and from Loomis on to Tonasket.
After a lunch at the Kuhler they went
up the Havillah Road and stopped at
the Old Molson Museum for some history, before heading back to Veterans
Memorial Park.
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OLYMPIA - Okanogan Valley GazetteTribune reporter/photographer Brent
Baker won four awards at the annual
Washington Newspaper Publishers
Association Convention held in Olympia
last week.
Baker, an integral part of the GazetteTribune team, took first place in the Best
Feature Story, long form, category for his
article “Tonasket veteran donates kidney
to daughter.”
“Great article! It really grabbed my
attention from the ‘lede’ to the final paragraph....” wrote the contest judge.
He also took a first place win for Best
Personality Profile, long form for his
article “Hyde’s masterpiece comes to life.”
“Visually engaging narrative and
quotes from Hyde that move the story

and capture his personality and emotion,” said the judge.
Baker, who covers sports for the
Gazette-Tribune as well as general news,
also won a third place for Best Sports
News Story for “Mat Mettle.” In the Color
Sports Photo – Action category, Baker
took second place for “Close Encounter.”
The judge writes, “This rodeo photo
is strong because even though you can’t
see the cowboy’s face, his hands do all
the talking and what they are expressing is desperation. Also, the bull’s look
is telling, almost like his eyes are lifeless,
showing little sympathy for the cowboy.”
This year the newspapers in the Sound
Publishing Group won 218 awards overall, 75 first place awards, 72 second place,
67 third place and had four finalists, two
for News Writer of the Year and two for
Sports Writer of the Year.

Man arrested for Riverside robbery
Orovillle man also
suspected in Dan’s
Market robbery
BY GARY A. DEVON
MANAGING EDITOR

OKANOGAN – A suspect in the
armed robberies of two small grocery
stores was arrested following several tips
from people who recognized him from
a video of the robbery of the Riverside
Grocery released by
the sheriff ’s office.
On Monday, Sept.
30 the Riverside
Grocery was robbed
by a suspect who
assaulted the clerk
and stole approximately $600 in cash
Sheriff Frank Rogers
from the till. From
the
information
obtained at the time and a video of the
robbery that was put out to the public,
the sheriff ’s office received several calls
in reference to the suspect in the video.
On Wednesday, Oct. 2, Alex A. Sanchez,
37, of Oroville, was arrested and booked
for the robbery.
“We had received numerous calls from
citizens stating that they had watched
the video and told us that the suspect

Alex A. Sanchez
in the video was Sanchez. We also knew
that Sanchez drove a van which had been
described to us by the victim of the robbery,” said Sheriff Frank Rogers in a press
release.
Rogers continued, “When we felt we
had enough on Sanchez we put out the
information to local law enforcement
to look for him. At around 5:30 p.m.
last night Chief Clay Warnstaff of the
Oroville Police Department spotted
Sanchez who got out of the van and went
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into an apartment in Oroville.”
Deputies were responding to the scene
when Sanchez left the apartment and
got back in the van and started to leave.
Chief Warnstaff stopped the vehicle and
arrested Sanchez at the scene without
incident. Sanchez was transported to the
Okanogan County Jail and booked for
robbery in the first degree.
“The case is still under investigation
and we believe that Sanchez was possibly
the one that robbed the Ellisforde store
last month. Sanchez is well known to law
enforcement and has extensive criminal
history. We are also looking into other
possibilities,” said the sheriff.
In that theft a masked man with a
box cutter, described as a Hispanic male
wearing a red bandana over his face held
up Dan’s Market on Sunday, Sept. 8.
“A Hispanic male with a box cutter came into the store wearing a hat,
mask and gloves last Sunday afternoon
demanding money,” said Okanogan
County Sheriff Frank Rogers at the
time. “He took $1500 and locked up the
woman working there….”
The man was wearing black jeans, a
dark hoody, a cap and a red bandana
over his face, according to the clerk’s
grandmother, who added that her granddaughter was locked in the beer cooler
until someone came into the store, heard
her and let her out.
“She blocked the door from the inside

so he couldn’t get to her if he decided
to try to get in to the cooler,” said the
grandmother.
Sanchez is known to travel between
Douglas County, according to Sheriff
Rogers.
“I give a lot of credit to everyone
involved, they put a lot of time and effort
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The Riverside Grocery Store was robbed on Sept. 30 by a masked suspect who assualted
the clerk and stole $600 in cash. Tips from a videow that was released by the Okanogan
County Sheriff’s Office led to the arrest of Alex A. Sanchez as the alleged perpetrator.
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in this case to make an arrest before
someone less was robbed or hurt. But we
are extremely grateful and want to thank
the citizens of Okanogan County, for all
who called in with information. Because
they took an interest we were able to
make a speedy arrest in the case and for
that, we thank you,” Rogers said.
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