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Methow, Tonasket, lead in new construction
Oroville drops from
top spot to third on list
THE GAZETTE-TRIBUNE

OKANOGAN – A total of all the new
construction in Okanogan County has
taken place putting the Methow Valley
School District at the top and knocking
Oroville down the list for 2014, according to Scott Furman, Okanogan County
Assessor. Rather than falling to second,
however, Tonasket claims that spot and
Oroville was in with third highest.
The Okanogan County Assessor’s

Office recently completed physically
inspecting and valuing for property tax
purposes, new construction that has
occurred throughout the County in the
past 12 months, according to Furman.
The $41,727,500 in new assessed value
was picked up for assessment year 2014,
taxes payable 2015. This amount is seven
percent less than the $45,057,200 that was
valued in 2013. A total of $41,328,500 in
new construction was valued in 2012.
The most new construction occurred in
2007 and amounted to $80.7 million.
This process involves the office’s four
real estate appraisers going out and physically inspecting the improvements and

determining the value of the improvements based upon a number of criteria including square
footage, quality of
construction, quality
of materials used and
architectural design.
Some 87 percent of
this new construction
can be attributed to
Scott Furman
residential construction with the remaining 13 percent commercial construction. This compares to
71 percent residential new construction
and 29 percent commercial new con-

struction in 2013.
• The Methow Valley School
District accounted for $13,208,200
of new construction or 32 percent
of the total.
• The Tonasket School District
came in next with $6,508,600 or
16 percent of the total.
• The Oroville School District had
$5,701,200 or 14 percent of the
total.
• The Brewster School District had
$3,656,300 or nine percent of the
total. The Omak School District
had $3,511,700 or eight percent
of the total.

•

The Okanogan School District
total was $1,994,600 or five percent of the total. The Pateros
School District had $1,028,900 or
2.5 percent of the total.
Methow has led in new construction
for several years, however Oroville has
taken the top spots a couple times over
the past decade due to several factors,
including the Buckhorn Mine, a boom in
vacation home and resort development
and expansion of Oroville Reman and
Reload. However, Oroville has dropped
to third and Tonasket has moved up to
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Egerton
joins
school
board

HORNET HOMECOMING

TSD to put
bond on
February
ballot
Facility groups
recommendations to
be put forth in survey
before finalizing

BY GARY A. DE VON
MANAGING EDITOR

OROVILLE – Michael “Mike”
Egerton was chosen as Oroville
School District’s newest School
Director, bringing the board up to
a full compliment of five directors,
something that the district has been
struggling with
since resignation
of David Nutt
more than two
years ago.
Egerton was
selected from
a slate of three
candidates for Mike Egerton
the at large position, which had been filled by Brad
Scott, who resigned after only a few
months to take a coaching job with
the district. The other candidates
were Chris Allen and Eric Griffin
and they appeared before the board
at a special board meeting held last
Monday, Oct. 6 in the district board
room.
“After short interviews with each
of the candidates at the previous
meeting, the board chose Michael
Egerton last Monday and thanked
all the candidates for their interest.
They are very excited to have Mike
come on board,” said Steve Quick,
school district superintendent.
“I’m excited to have five board
members again after going so long
without one. Brad was only on the
board for a few meetings,” he added.
In his letter of interest, Egerton
said that he was a graduate of
Oroville High School in 1987 and
that he had two children currently
attending school at Oroville.

BY BRENT BAKER
BBAKER@GAZETTE-TRIBUNE.COM

TONASKET - The Tonasket School
Board voted at its Monday, Sept. 29,
meeting to proceed with running a facilities bond measure on the Feb. 10, 2015,
special election ballot.
A $6 million bond narrowly failed in
Feb. 2014. Since then, the school board
has reached out to various portions of
the community that had communicated
that they hadn’t had enough input in the
original bond measure. Over the summer, Superintendent Paul Turner met
with a community-based facilities committee that included interested parties
both with and without direct connection
to the school.
The bond package, including dollar
amount, has yet to be finalized. However,
the board needed to make a decision as
to how to proceed if it is to have time to
have the bond measure ready in time.
Michael Greene and Rob Inlow presented the committee’s work to the board
at the meeting.
“What we did was identify themes
consistent with what’s going at the
school,” Greene said. “Maximize student
learning, identify needs, cost effective
utilization of existing space and infrastructure.
“One of the important messages to
come up early is the 30 year cycle to
get state money; it’s 10 more years until
you’ll be eligible for that. So this can be
looked at as a stopgap until there is bigger program that’s done. Also (making
sure) it aligns with the district’s strategic
plan, and safety became a theme in our
discussions.”
In about half a dozen meetings the
committee reviewed and tweaked the
needs and outcomes that were included
in the measure that failed last winter.
After a facilities walk-through, the
committee assessed the needs in each
area of the district plant, including the
high school, middle school, elementary
school, alternative/outreach building,
agricultural shop and sports facilities.
A consistent them amongst building needs, Greene and Inlow said, was
additional classroom space for students;
additional work space for staff (i.e. offices); and various safety upgrades.
More specific needs included expansion of the agricultural shop including a
“wet” laboratory, storage, and more space
for machinery to ensure safety.
Athletic facilities need to be upgraded,
they said, in order to meet safety stan-
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Above, Oroville High School
students enjoy the traditional
homecoming bonfire (with the
obligatory burning of the opposing
school’s mascot, here a representation of the Chelan Mountain Goat)
last Thursday at Gold Digger’s bin
lot on the south end of town.
Right, Homecoming Queen Kylee
Davis and Ray Davis are all smiles
during halftime of Friday’s homecoming game.
More homecoming week photos
are on page A14.
Gary DeVon & Ellamae Burnell photos

SEE EGERTON | PG A9

Gazette-Tribune receives WNPA
‘General Excellence’ Award
Baker, DeVon and
Helm receive several
individual awards
THE GAZETTE-TRIBUNE

CHELAN - The Okanogan Valley
Gazette-Tribune added a second-place
to it’s growing collection of General
Excellence Awards from the Washington
Newspaper Publishers Association’s

OKANOGAN VALLEY
GAZETTE-TRIBUNE
Volume 110
No. 41

annual Better Newspaper Contest.
The newspaper was awarded the
second place finish at the WNPA’s
awards dinner held last Friday, Oct. 3 at
Campbell’s Resort in Chelan. This is the
newspaper’s fourth general excellence
award in the past 10 years, bringing the
tally to a first, a second and two thirds.
“Front page packages showed strong
news judgement and made good use of
images,” commented the judges, pooled
from their counterparts from Arizona in
making the award to Gary DeVon, Brent

CONTACT US
Newsroom and Advertising
(509) 476-3602
gdevon@gazette-tribune.com

Baker and Charlene Helm.
The three also shared a first place for
in the Special Events/Festivals Special
Sections category for their Okanogan
County Fair special: Traditions Ride On.
“Focusing on the entrants (the kids,
mostly) makes this section sail. ...this section is a compelling tribute to the event
and its’s importance to north Okanogan
Valley residents. Great advertising support makes the point even more ‘compelling.’ Good local focus, good ads, very
good color shows a section that reflects
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Left & right, the two issues that were judged for the General Excellence Award and center, the photo essay that won
a second place in this year’s Better Newspaper Awards from the Washington Newspaper Publisher’s Association.
The group held their annual convention in Chelan last week. Below, Brent Baker’s award winning photo of father
and daughter at the Wauconda Sock Hop and the cover of the first place winning County Fair Special.

AWARDS | FROM A1
Okanogan County Assessor’s Office/submitted illustration

A bar graph showing the peak years for new construction going back to 1993. The highest new construction years
were in 2008 and in 2007.

a community that cares about its
fair,” write the judges.
Reporter/Photographer Baker
also garnered a first place for Best
Comprehensive Coverage for his
Half Baked column on the plan to
reconfigure WIAA sports.
“An incredibly well-thought
out solution/proposal to a problem that affects parents, students
and fans of high school sports.
This sort of smart stuff doesn’t
always make it into the paper, but
it should,” said the judges.
He also won a first place for
Color Feature photo, a picture
of father and daughter, Dale and
Elizabeth Olson, dancing in natural light up at the Wauconda
Sock Hop. “… not an easy feature
moment to catch. Well done,” the
judges said.
In addition Baker won a second
places for best editorial “Don’t
hedge on alternative school” and
for Best Comprehensive Coverage
“What does it take to build a
swimming pool?” His Oroville
football sports story “One Wild
Finish” took second in the Best
Sports News Story category.

second, following the Methow.
Regarding the change in new
construction numbers in north
county over the previous years,
Okanogan County Assessor
Scott Furman said, “I can’t tell
you the why as far as what is
driving new construction in
Okanogan County. It’s a mix
of current residents building as
well as folks new to the area
building.
Furman, who says the assessors office doesn’t track whether
residential building is for vacation property or not, added
that people are attracted to the
Okanogan for a variety of reasons.
“Valuation of new construction in a timely manner by the
Assessor’s Office is important

“Valuation of new
construction is
important to all property taxpayers as
well as the 64 different taxing districts....”
Scott Furman, Assessor
Okanogan County

tricts within Okanogan County,”
said Okanogan County Assessor
Scott Furman. “The addition of
these new values to the property
tax roll of Okanogan County
helps lessen the property tax
burden on everyone with existing value while at the same time

giving the taxing districts where
the new construction is located
a small revenue boost.”
All property owners who have
had new construction valued by
the Okanogan County Assessor’s
Office this year had a notice of
value change mailed to them
earlier this year. These notices
of value change will affect property taxes paid in 2015. Furman,
encourages anyone who has
questions regarding their new
construction assessment to contact the office at 509-422-7190
or stop by the at 149 3rd North,
Room 202, in Okanogan and
talk with them. The Assessor’s
Office is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except
on holidays.

CANDIDATES’ FORUM, OCT. 16
OROVILLE - Ballots for the Nov. 4 election are being mailed out on Friday, Oct. 17 and the
Oroville Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring a Candidate Forum on Thursday, Oct. 16 at
7 p.m. at the Oroville High School Commons. The public is encouraged to attend and listen to the candidates discuss why they feel they should be elected to the various offices
on the General Election Ballot. Each candidate will be given 10 minutes to speak, with
candidates with opponents getting an additional two minutes for rebutal

information.”
DeVon, Managing Editor,
was awarded a second place for
his Color Photo Essay on the

Baker also won third place
honors for the 2014 Spring Sports
Special Section and for his story
on Tonasket FFA’s national runner-up team in the Best General
Feature Story, Long category.
Helm, head of the Advertising
Department, took another first
place awards, including one for
Use of Clip Art in an Ad . “A+
fun, very engaging, humorous. I
read every word of the ad. Made
me smile. Montage on left is so
good, it’s almost art itself,” said
the judges.
Helm also won a third place
for Best Branding Ad, Single Ad
for Single Advertiser. The ad,
“Irrigation Irritation?” garnered
the comment “Great ad, full of

to all property taxpayers as well
as the 64 different taxing dis-

Conscious Culture Festival.
“Good variety, interesting crops
and subjects. A great community
photo essay,” said the judges.

